
October - November 2024

siiye’yu
NmTC Bylaws Update – Elders Council ............................................................................  05

Welcoming New Member of NmTC Elders Council .......................................................  05

Cultural Inclusion Program Working Group ...................................................................  08

Second Annual Community Food Network Gathering ................................................. 10

Launch of Sowing Food Sovereign Futures Youth Program ......................................... 12

First Nations Housing Market Fund Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) ...........  14

Funding Opportunities ......................................................................................................  23



2NmTC Newsletter: October - November 2024

As the holiday season approaches and the year draws to a close, I want to take a moment to 
express my heartfelt gratitude for the outstanding work that the NmTC staff has done throughout 
the year. I also want to extend my sincere thanks to the dedicated staff at each Member Nation, 
whose commitment to putting community first is truly inspiring. May this holiday season bring 
you an abundance of blessings and excitement for the year ahead.

I am pleased to announce that we have contracted Mercedes Marleau, Director of Finance & 
Management Services at Xyntax Group Inc., as Interim Director of Member Services. Mercedes 
will be stepping into this role to support our team until Mikaela Craig returns from maternity 
leave in early 2025.

Recently, I had the privilege of joining CEO Kelly Landry and CFO Prabh Nijjar for a meeting with 
the Tsleil-Waututh Chief and Council at their administration office. We discussed updates from the 
Tribal Council and their Nation. It is always an honor to be invited into the communities of our 
Member Nations, and these interactions continually fill my heart with gratitude.

In October, I had the opportunity to attend the Indigenomics Bay Street Conference in Toronto, 
held from October 16–18, in support of Naut’sa mawt Resources Group. Indigenous Marketing 
Solutions participated in the trade show, and the event proved to be a great success, generating 
many valuable connections. While in Toronto, we also met in person with our partners from Mad 
Engine and Walmart Canada at the Mad Engine International offices.

Additionally, on October 21, we held an in-person CAO Meeting in Vancouver, where we provided 
updates on the wills and estates project and discussed the challenges each Nation is facing. 

The CAOs and NmTC staff attended Forward Summit West Coast from October 22–24, where we 
participated in insightful discussions and valuable networking opportunities. It was especially 
rewarding to have one of our Board Members, Chief Ken Price of K’ómoks, as a featured speaker 
at the roundtable on Recognizing and Respecting the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in Sustainable 
Forestry Initiatives. I was also honoured to sign the MOU with Travis Seymour, CEO of the First 
Nation Market Housing Fund, at their booth during the Summit. I look forward to the continued 
success and collaboration that this partnership will bring.

Update from CAO, Edith Moore
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The NmTC Annual General Meeting (AGM) is fast approaching, and as mentioned in my previous 
update, it will take place on the territory of Tsawwassen First Nation, with our banquet being host-
ed in their sacred longhouse. I look forward to sharing a more detailed and celebratory report on 
the AGM and banquet following the event.

The Tribal Council has also opened the doors to our new office space at unit 202-225 Canada Ave 
in Duncan. Please let us know if you are in the area and we can schedule a visit.

Overall, I am incredibly pleased with the progress we’ve made this year and remain enthusiastic 
about the continued success and growth we will experience in the months to come.

Hay čxʷ q̓ə for your ongoing support and guidance.
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New Hires

Adam Doucette 
Event Assistant

Adam joins NEM from the unceded, ancestral and traditional 
territory of the Musqueam people, and he is a member of the 
Métis Nation. As the Event Assistant, Adam supports the NEM 
Team by performing tasks related to logistics, communications, 
registration, and administration. Drawing on his Bachelor of 
Commerce from UBC and his experience in planning live music 
and cultural events, Adam ensures that organization and 
creativity remain at the forefront of his work. In his spare time, 
Adam is an avid musician, and enjoys singing and playing the 
piano and saxophone in various musical groups.

Kayla Suhner 
Event Coordinator

Kayla joins Naut’sa mawt Event Management (NEM) from the 
traditional and unceded territories of the q̓ʷɑ:n̓ƛ̓ən̓ (Kwantlen), 
q̓ic̓əy̓ (Katzie), and Se’mya’me’ (Semiahmoo) First Nations. As 
Event Coordinator, Kayla is committed to overseeing every aspect 
of event planning and execution, ensuring her clients’ visions are 
effectively met. With a background in event sales management 
and operations, Kayla is highly organized and results-driven, 
ensuring every detail is well thought out and executed seamlessly. 
In her spare time, Kayla enjoys rock climbing, hiking, fly fishing 
and backcountry camping.

Staff Announcements
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Elders and Youth Council

Gaining Wisdom: NmTC Bylaw Update Allows for More Elders on Council

It is with genuine appreciation, we thank the Naut’sa mawt Board of Directors for their approval 
of an amendment to the NmTC Bylaws on September 24, 2024. The update to Section 5.4.4. allows 
each Member Nation’s Elected Officials to select one or more Elders to join their peers on the 
NmTC Elders Advisory Council.  

The Naut’sa mawt Tribal Council is honoured to introduce 
Klahoose First Nation Member Elder Helen Hanson as the 
newest voice on the NmTC Elders Advisory Council!  With 
rich teachings from both Klahoose and Homalco First 
Nations, she brings invaluable wisdom and a passion for 
lifelong learning. Elder Helen believes in staying mentally 
sharp and active and encourages our youth to “begin with 
education” on their journey to success. We were honored 
to have Elder Helen, her husband Larry of 55 years, and 
daughter Shannon join us at Homalco First Nation for 
September’s Elder, Youth and Community Food Network 
Culture Gathering. We were also pleased that they made 
the journey to Tsawwassen First Nation for the 2nd Annual 
Community Food Network Gathering on November 7, 2024. 

Welcome Elder Helen Hanson! We are honoured your path has led to strengthening our good 
work with Naut’sa mawt Tribal Council, and we are grateful to Klahoose Chief Steven Brown for 
connecting us to you.

Member Services Highlights
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Future Leaders Wanted: Seeking Outgoing Candidates for the Youth Council

Do you know a young leader who is dedicated to commu-
nity involvement and personal growth? We are looking for 
additional Youth Council Members who embody these val-
ues and are excited for what their future holds. 

Naut’sa mawt Tribal Council offers Member Nation youth 
a supportive platform to acquire knowledge and cultivate 
communication skills. Building confidence for effective com-
munication are vital components in expressing thoughts 
and ideas to foster leadership qualities. NmTC is committed 
to providing the necessary tools for youth to refine these 
skills to ensure they are equipped to navigate challenges 
and recognize the opportunities that life presents.

This is an excellent opportunity for any young person who wants to build skills, relationships, 
practice Indigenous culture and language. 

If you know a youth that you would like to nominate, please contact Debbie Minton for an 
application form debbiem@nautsamawt.com

NmTC Elders Advisory Council Meeting

Honoring Strength and Knowledge: Welcoming Elder Helen Hanson 

At the Elders Advisory Council Meeting on November 5, 2024, we were honored to welcome 
Klahoose Elder Helen Hanson as the newest member of our Council. The five respected Elders 
shared introductions, laughs and support, building a safe space for trust and connection.

Additionally, we reviewed the Growing Together Toolkit draft, created by Megan Curren and 
Seanna Johnston from NmTC Food Sovereignty and Security. This notable visual resource contains 
valuable insights gathered from the last two Elders and the Community Food Network Gatherings. 
The Elders were encouraged to share feedback on the draft Toolkit.  

At the Elders request, Executive Assistant, Emily Shopland, shared highlights from both 
September’s NmTC Board of Directors meeting and August’s NRG Board of Director meeting. The 
updates emphasized NmTC’s dedication to growth and inclusivity in all we do.

Tla’amin Elder Elsie Paul with respected former 
Klahoose Youth Council Member Emily White.
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NmTC Elders Advisory Council invited to 2nd Annual Community Food Network 
Gathering

The Elders Advisory Council were honoured to receive invitation to NmTC’s  2nd Annual Community 
Food Network Gathering held on November 7, 2024.  It was the third milestone in advancing 
inclusivity and knowledge within Member Services. 

We were deeply honored to walk lightly within Tsawwassen First Nation territory and through the 
doors of their sacred Longhouse. To be welcomed with warm prayers and song by honored Connie 
Adams and Coral Baird set the tone for a wonderful day filled with learning and connection.

Between nourishing, traditional feasts we learned cultivation techniques, strategies and practices 
while touring their impressive Little Ones are Growing Community Garden. 

Our hands are raised in gratitude to Food Sovereignty and Security Advisors Megan Curren, Seanna 
Johnston, Nikki Lorenz and the incredibly knowledgeable, dedicated workers at Tsawwassen First 
Nation for enriching our knowledge in cultivation and distribution of food sustainability. 

Hay čxʷ q̓ə O’siem Tsawwassen First Nation.

Please reach out to Debbie Minton - Ohshpaapineese at DebbieM@nautsamawt.com if you have 
any questions.

Elders, Community Food Network & TFN Garden 
Workers in the Tsawwassen Long House

Beautiful “Little Ones are Growing” Community Garden, 
Tsawwassen First Nation Land 
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Cultural Inclusion Program

As we move into fall, we have been busy connecting with Member Nations to share the exciting 
opportunity to work on Cultural Inclusion together! We understand that every Nation is in a 
different stage of readiness to participate, with some having a list of participants to include ready, 
while others are considering their members and capacity. 

While Member Nations continue to consider their readiness to participate, we are excited to share 
that we are launching a working group for this project. The working group is set to comprise 
of one or two representatives from each Member Nation, who will participate for a few hours a 
month on helping with the development and revisions the Cultural Inclusion Program curriculum. 
If this is a group you would be interested in working with, please contact me. 

In the meantime, we will continue connecting with Member Nations to work securing details on 
when and where to have a gathering to explore Cultural Inclusion with each community. Once 
you connect with me and details are confirmed, we will send you a registration package which will 
outline the details of the gathering. Looking forward to meeting and developing this important 
work together!

Please reach out to Meaghan Smith at inclusion@nautsamawt.com if you have any questions.
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Emergency Preparedness

Preparing for the Seasons Ahead: A Time for Community

As fall sets in and winter approaches, it’s a time to prepare for the challenges ahead. For my 
family, this season has always meant coming together—smoking salmon, hunting, and sharing 
resources to ensure we’re ready for what’s to come. It’s a tradition of community, responsibility, 
and mutual care.

Not everyone has the same resources or traditions, and some may need to rely on others for 
support. At NmTC, we’re fortunate to have strong relationships with our Member Nations and 
external partners. Our goal is to help ensure everyone is prepared by sharing knowledge and 
resources within our communities.

This collaboration is especially valuable for our youth. Involving them in these practices helps 
instill important skills and a deeper connection to community. I hope we can continue to work 
together regularly throughout the year—not only during times of crisis— in ways that build a 
stronger, more prepared future. Together, we can face the seasons ahead with confidence.

VIC Hazard Preparedness – EMCR and Partner Agencies 

This virtual session was conducted over two half day sessions where several provincial agencies 
shared the resources that they currently have available as well as the services that they can pro-
vide in the event of an emergency.

2024 First Nation Energy Summit 

Clean Energy Association of British Columbia are hosting this event in Vancouver on December 
2nd and 3rd in Vancouver, and the theme for this year is “Powering Economic Reconciliation 
through First Nations-led and Partnered Clean Energy Projects”. It will be exciting to network and 
learn of the projects and new technology developed.  

First Nations Emergency Services Society (FNESS) weekly online training 

When time permits, I attend these sessions to keep updated on any new changes or develop-
ments in procedures or services available to share with our Member Nation communities.    

Please reach out to Clint Williams clintw@nautsamawt.com if you have any questions.
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Food Security & Community Food Network

As the days shorten and the temperature drops, NmTC communities were busy fishing, hunt-
ing, harvesting, and preserving foods for the winter months ahead. Community visits included 
Stz’uminus, Klahoose, Snaw-naw-as and K’ómoks. 

We celebrated the launch of the Sowing Food Sovereign Futures (SFSF) Youth Program and are 
very excited to welcome Terrance Scott from T’Sou-ke First Nation as a Food Sovereignty intern. 
Welcome, Terrance! 

The Community Food Network gathered in Tsawwassen First Nation for the second annual CFN 
Gathering. We are so grateful to Tsawwassen for welcoming us to their beautiful lands and waters 
and sharing culture.

Community Food Network Gathering

On November 7th, we were blessed with beautiful weather, beautiful food, and the generosity 
of our hosting Nation, Tsawwassen, for our second annual Community Food Network Gathering. 
The day was spent touring the Nation’s farm, cooking with Jared Qwustenuxun Williams over the 
fire, sharing and trading food, and strengthening our connections. We are looking forward to 
another full year with you all in 2025. 

Photo: Second Annual Community Food Network Gathering. Photos by Debbie Minton and Emily Shopland

Photo: Jared Qwustenuxun Williams
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Malahat Canning Workshop 

Following the success of last year’s canning workshops, we 
hosted a second canning workshop with Malahat Nation, 
facilitated again by Gale Smith. This year in addition to learn-
ing to can salmon, we also learned to blanch vegetables for 
freezer preservation, and can salsa. Six people from Malahat 
attended the full-day workshop. In addition, several one-page 
PDF guides were developed on various canning topics (reci-
pes, general food safety, pressure canning versus hot water 
bath canning, etc.) and presented to each participant in the 
form of a three-ring binder, with the intention that they can 
continue to add to their ‘Canning Book’. Bayja Morgan-Banke 
illustrated graphics to enhance the PDF guides.

Photo: Canning Workshop with Malahat. Photos by Megan Curren
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Launch of Sowing Food Sovereign Futures Youth Program 

Is there a youth in your community that is interested 
in working in food sovereignty or food security? We 
consistently hear that lack of capacity and lack of sustainable 
funding are barriers to advancing food sovereignty and 
food security. While there are no quick or easy fixes to 
this systemic challenge, we do know that lifting up youth 
through paid opportunities to develop skills and confidence 
is one way we can support future food sovereignty leaders. 
We are excited to announce the launch of our Sowing Food 
Sovereign Futures Youth Program, which includes two 
paid internship positions (one remaining), and microgrants 
of up to $2,500 per community to support youth-led food 
sovereignty related projects. 

Please get in touch with seannaj@nautsawmawt.com
or meganc@nautsamawt.com to learn more about this 
program. 

Release of Gathering Together: Practices for Elder Inclusive Gardening

As part of Age Friendly Communities Learning from Our Elders, a collaborative program between 
the Food Security & Food Sovereignty team and the Elder & Youth Cultural Inclusion Advisor, we are 
pleased to be releasing the culmination of our learnings in the form of a PDF guide. Gathering Together: 
Practices for Elder Inclusive Gardening offers tips from our Elders on how to make community gardens 
more inclusive, caring, and thriving spaces. 

Please feel free to connect anytime with us via email at  seannaj@nautsawmawt.com or meganc@
nautsamawt.com

SOWING FOOD SOVEREIGN FUTURES (SFSF)
YOUTH PROGRAM

SFSF Grants programSFSF Internship program

(Two Pathways)

385 hour paid internship with NmTC
16-week program
24 hours/week
2 positions available
Nov 2024 - March 2025
$25/hour
Remote position
Flexible schedule
Laptop provided
Opportunities to travel (costs covered)
Ages 18-30*

12-month project/program
delivery
Each NmTC Member Nation is
eligible for up to $2500
Ages 15-30*
Youth support offered through
Community Food Network
Connect with other youth in
NmTC Member Nations working
on food initiatives

NmTC Food Security & Food
Sovereignty Team will be supporting
two emerging youth Food Sovereignty
leaders through a paid internship
program. This program will build skills
and confidence to work in food
systems planning, programming,
engagement, and grant writing.

These low-barrier, flexible grants of
up to $2500 per NmTC Member
Nation are intended to support
youth-led food sovereignty and food
security initiatives, and have a focus
on fostering connections between
Elders and youth.

Questions? Please contact Seanna or Megan!
seannaj@nautsamawt.com
meganc@nautsamawt.com

*target age ranges, please get in touch if there are applicants that fall outside of these guidelines.

?
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We are excited to announce Elder Thalia’s Transformative Food Guide Comic Book Volume 1
which shares a full year’s worth of seasonal tips and knowledge. 

Thank you to Bayja Morgan-Banke for this book of amazing Elder Thalia comics!

Elder Thalia’s Transformative Food 
Guide Comic Book Vol. 01
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The Technical Services Unit (TSU) has been busy as we move towards the end of 2024. Highlights 
include the signing of an MOU with the First Nation Market Housing Fund, the provision of build-
ing inspections for Member Nations and presentations at the ISC Capital Forum in Vancouver on 
October 8 and 9, 2024

Housing - Policy
The TSU Team convened a Housing Managers Networking Group on October 17 to review and com-
ment on the Sample Template Rental Housing Renovation Policy. Thank you to Homalco, Tla’amin, 
K’ómoks and Klahoose for attending. 

On October 23rd, 2024, the First Nations Market Housing 
Fund (FNMHF) and Naut’sa mawt Tribal Council (NmTC) 
signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) aimed 
at supporting housing policies and procedures for First 
Nations communities across Canada. With a shared 
commitment to strong housing policies and procedures, 
FNMHF and NmTC are forming a framework for ongoing 
collaboration which includes evaluating and updating 
NmTC’s Housing Policy Toolkit.

On November 13th, the TSU convened a Housing Managers 
Networking Group that reviewed the contents of NmTC’s 
Housing Policy Toolkit in preparation for its evaluation and 
updating.

Housing – Building Condition Assessments
The TSU Team have been busy confirming Member Nation interest to conduct Building Condition 
Assessments in partnership with NmTC and the First Nations Housing and Infrastructure Council 
(FNHIC). Building Condition Assessments completed in Stz’uminus First Nation.

Technical Services Unit

Edith Moore, CAO of Naut’sa mawt Tribal Council 
(NmTC) with Travis Seymour, CEO of First 
Nation Housing Market Fund (FNMHF) signing 
a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on 
October 23, 2024.
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Building Inspections
The TSU Team has continued the work on developing inspection reports for homes in Klahoose and 
Homalco First Nations.

Infrastructure – Indigenous Coastal Climate Coalition (ICCC)
We are a working member of ICCC, and the current initiatives include strategic planning to define or-
ganization and strategic priorities and facilitating First Nation attendance at the 2024 Pacific Workshop 
on Nature-based Coastal Solutions presented by the Coastal Zone Canada Association.

Infrastructure – Malahat Nation
The TSU Team is providing technical engineering support to Malahat Nation for three projects; The 
Oliphant Dam upgrade works, Integrated Project Delivery (IPD) selection of preferred team for major 
water and wastewater upgrades, and the development of permit processes. This includes working 
with the Municipal Master Construction Documents (MMCD) Association to help develop a process to 
adopt design standards for future projects.  

Infrastructure – Klahoose First Nation
The TSU Team is providing engineering support to Klahoose First Nation during a transition in infra-
structure staff.

Contract Administration
Provided contract administration services for ISC professional engineering Annual Performance 
Inspections of Water and Wastewater systems for all BC FN communities.

Conferences
Attended and presented at the ISC Capital Forum in Vancouver on October 8 and 9, 2024.

If you have any questions on any TSU projects or upcoming meetings, please contact Eric at   
ericb@nautsamawt.com



16NmTC Newsletter: October - November 2024

Tools & Resources

Housing Financial Viability Guide and the Section 95 Operating Agreement Expiry 
Guide: 

https://www.nautsamawt.org/housing-sustainability-project   

Infrastructure Maintenance Management Toolkit: 

https://www.nautsamawt.org/infrastructure-maintenance-management-toolkit   

Communications App

The Communications App is a mobile app that allows communities to send out urgent alerts, 
updates, events, resources, polls, and surveys directly to their members through their phones 
and mobile devices. Emergency communications features will be launched in the App this March. 
The Communications App is and will continue to be free for all NmTC Member Nations through 
NmTC’s partnership with Hawk Solutions.  

To learn more, please visit www.hawksolutions.net 

Contact: info@hawksolutions.net
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As we near the end of the year, it’s the perfect time to reflect on the incredible progress we’ve 
made together, working Naut’sa mawt

October and November were busy month for showcasing our businesses and expanding 
partnerships.  We attended the Indigenomics Bay Street Conference in Toronto and the Forward 
Summit West Coast in Vancouver, highlighting the services we offer through NRG and fostering 
connections with new partners. 

While in Toronto, we met with our partners at Mad Engine and Walmart Canada and explored 
ways we could strengthen our orange shirt program and Indigenous Proud brand.  Locally, our 
partnership with Decorate Victoria has showcased décor at UVIC, Camosun College, and the 
Empress Hotel.

In November, our Board of Directors met in Comox to review of our Q2 reports and draft 
governance and financial polices – a key milestone in NRGs strategic plan. Thank you to Chief Ken 
Price for hosting us so warmly on K’ómoks territory. It was an honor to connect with the land and 
community. 

Strengthening relationships with our Member Nations continues to be at the heart of what we do. 
I was honored to meet with Tsleil-Waututh Chief and Council, alongside CAO Edith Moore and CFO 
Prabh Nijjar, to share how NmTC and NRG can better support Tsleil-Waututh’s goals. We were also 
able to support the Malahat Gala again this year and assist Klahoose with their AGM in November. 

As we wrap up the year, I want to express how proud I am of the entire team. This has been a 
year of true collaboration between NmTC and NRG. We’re closing out the year with our Annual 
General Meeting—a chance to celebrate our successes, honor the hard work of our staff, and 
come together with our Members and Shareholders. It’s a reminder that everything we do is in 
the spirit of Naut’sa mawt, ensuring that we grow stronger together. I would like to thank the 
team for their dedication and commitment to our shared vision.

Naut’sa mawt Resource Group CEO 
Update, Kelly Landry
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Project Highlights

Indigenous Clean Energy Promo Products

With our dedication to exceptional customer service and collaborative approach, our team began 
working with Indigenous Clean Energy in October to provide custom print and promotional prod-
ucts. Since then, we have completed orders for them totalling over $10,000, delivering a range of 
branded items including mugs, tote bags, water bottles, and beanies.

Watershed Security Fund

Our team successfully launched a new website for 
the Watershed Security Fund, following the develop-
ment of their new brand in the summer. The website 
is live now, providing the WSF with a user-friendly 
platform to showcase news about their funded proj-
ects and offer a straightforward application process 
for new program funding opportunities.

Naut’sa mawt Tribal Council Brand Refresh

We are thrilled to showcase the newly refreshed graphics for the Tribal Council. Building on the 
strong existing brand, our team enhanced the visual identity by incorporating additional elements 
that support and elevate the brand. The updated brand suite now features heron, fish, paddle, 
and kelp graphics, making our visuals even more stunning and cohesive. These new branding 
elements will be fully unveiled in the Annual Report and at the AGM at the end of November. 

Indigenous Marketing Solutions 
Highlights:
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Wildlife Disease Association 2025 Event 
Branding

The design team crafted a vibrant visual identity 
for the WDA’s 2025 event in Victoria next summer. 
The identity included a custom logo, graphics, co-
lour palette, and typography, all of which will be 
featured on the new event website scheduled to go 
live next month.

BC College of Pharmacists Land 
Acknowledgement Guide Illustration

We completed another project for the BC 
College of Pharmacists, an illustration to accom-
pany the CPBC Territorial Acknowledgement 
Guide 2024. Created by Bayja Morgan-Banke, 
this illustration will stand alongside and en-
hance the College’s written acknowledgement, 
while also working as a stand-alone piece that 
can save space for people to speak their own 
acknowledgements.

Marketing Highlights

Forward Summit

Five members of the IMS team attended the Forward Summit October 22-23rd in Vancouver. Our 
team supported the tradeshow booth, engaging with potential clients, reconnecting with current 
clients, and meeting members of our Member Nations who were also in attendance. The two-day 
conference was inspiring and provided valuable insights that many of our team members are 
excited to apply in their day-to-day work.

Indigenomics Conference

Sean, Kelly, and Edith attended the Indigenomics on Bay Street Conference in October. Our team 
actively participated in the event, engaging with potential clients, reconnecting with existing 
partners, and celebrating MST Development Corporation’s inclusion in the 2024 Indigenomics 
10 to Watch list, which recognizes excellence and leadership in the Indigenous economy. The 
conference provided valuable insights into the growth of the Indigenous economy, particularly 
focusing on moving beyond the $100 billion mark.
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Holiday Gifting Guide

This year, we launched our first-ever Holiday Gifting Guide, sup-
ported by a comprehensive marketing campaign. Our efforts in-
cluded email outreach to over 2,100 clients, digital ads on Google 
and LinkedIn, printed catalogues for tradeshows, and additional 
promotion on our social channels and the Promo website.

Team Building

Halloween Costume Contest + Escape Room 

Almost the entire IMS team gathered in Nanaimo the week before Halloween for an afternoon of 
team building! We kicked things off with a lunch in our Halloween costumes before heading off to 
an Escape Room, where we split into two teams. Although neither managed to escape, both came 
incredibly close, making it 95% of the way there before time ran out.
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Navigating ISC Infrastructure Programs: 
Building Communities for Future 
Generations

The Navigating ISC Infrastructure Programs: 
Building Communities for Future Generations 
event was held on October 8-9, 2024, in Vancouver, 
BC. This event was coordinated by NEM Event 
Manager, Victoria Lepp and Event Coordinator, 
Dana-Marie Kantor in support of our client, 
Indigenous Services Canada.

This event was held to respond to key, region-specific findings from the final report, Nothing 
About Us Without Us: Modernizing BC First Nations Infrastructure, a summary of BC Region’s four 
Infrastructure Modernization engagement sessions held in the fall of 2023.  This event also aimed 
to continue the conversation on changes needed for programs and policies and are creating 
space for Nations to share their successes, best practices, and lessons learned with each other.

Indigenous Conservation Forum 

The inaugural Indigenous Conservation Forum was 
held on October 21-24, 2024, in Vancouver, BC. This 
event was coordinated by NEM Senior Event Manager, 
Haley Giddens with our clients Makeway Foundation, 
Parks Canada and the Indigenous Steering Committee.

This event highlighted the conservation stories of the 
Dehcho First Nations, Haida Nation, Kitasoo Xai’xais 
Nation, Łutsël K’é Dene First Nation, Mamalilikulla 
Nation, Nunatsiavut Government, and Qikiqtani Inuit 
Association, all which have taken exemplary pathways 
to establish Indigenous protected areas in their territo-
ries and have years’ worth of stories to share. Over 100 
Indigenous Governments from coast to coast to coast 
that are planning new Indigenous protected areas at-
tended and shared their learnings.

Naut’sa mawt Event Management
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Indian Residential School Survivors Society, 30th Anniversary Gala – November 21, 
2024

The Indian Residential School Survivors Society’s 
30th Anniversary Gala was held on November 21, 
2024, in Vancouver, BC. This event was planned 
by NEM Event Manager, Katherine Colbrook-
Goddard and Event Coordinator, Kayla Suhner.

NEM was honored to support this a momentous 
occasion celebrating three decades of unwaver-
ing support for Residential School Survivors and 
their families. The event was hosted by acclaimed 
actor Tantoo Cardinal and Global BC’s Sophie Lui, 
and included a three-course dinner, live music, 
inspiring speeches, and a charitable auction sup-
porting survivors, families, and communities.
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Current Opportunities

TELUS Indigenous Communities Fund 

(Eligible organizations can apply once per calendar year.)  

https://www.telus.com/en/social-impact/giving-back/community-grants/indigenous-communi-
ties-fund

The TELUS Indigenous Communities Fund (ICF) offers $5,000 - $25,000 grants for Indigenous-
led social, health and community programs. The ICF provides one-time grants to Indigenous-led 
organizations such as Band Councils, Indigenous Governments or representative groups, com-
munity groups and non-profits. Non-Indigenous-led organizations can apply if they demonstrate 
a clear and tangible relationship with an Indigenous organization and have documented support 
from an Indigenous-led organization or community.

Indigenous Labour Market Fund

Closes December 1, 2024. 

https://newrelationshiptrust.ca/apply-for-funding/sustainability-development-goals-sdg-initia-
tives/employment-labour-market-grants/

This fund will support Indigenous communities in building capacity in gathering foundational data 
used to identify gaps, opportunities, and strategies for future employment training, recruitment, 
placements, retention, and long-term employment to increase the participation of Indigenous 
peoples in sectors relevant to each indigenous community or region. Three funding streams are 
available: Labour Market Study stream with grants up to $150,000; Cultural Recognition Support 
stream with grants up to $250,000 and the Job Fairs stream with grants up to $75,000. Applicants 
can apply to any one of the 3 streams of funding but can only receive funding one funding stream 
(i.e. project) at a time.

Funding & Training Opportunities



24NmTC Newsletter: October - November 2024

Indigenous Food Systems and Agriculture Skills and Training Program (ISAT)

Closes November 29, 2024. 

https://iafbc.ca/indigenous-food-systems-and-agriculture-skills-and-training-program/

The ISAT program supports Indigenous Nations, communities, businesses, and organizations in 
increasing Indigenous participation in agriculture, seafood, food processing and related com-
munity economic development initiatives. The program does so by addressing labour capacity 
and workforce challenges within the food, seafood and agriculture sectors. ISAT funds activities 
involved in training and skills development, peer-to-peer learning, and revitalization of cultural 
and economic food harvesting and production practices. The program provides up to $80,000 of 
funding per project.

Community Gaming Grants: Human and Social Services

Closes November 30, 2024. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/sports-culture/gambling-fundraising/gaming-grants/com-
munity-gaming-grants

Organizations within this sector deliver programs that improve the quality of life in a community 
by supporting the wellbeing of children, youth, families and/or seniors; by addressing equali-
ty issues (e.g., gender, LGBTQ2S+, race, etc.); by addressing the unmet needs of under-served 
groups; or, by providing public outreach and education regarding important social issues. Local 
organizations are eligible for up to $125,000 and regional/provincial organizations are eligible for 
up to $250,000. 

The Digital Museums Canada Investment Program, Digital Projects Stream

Closes December 1, 2024. 

https://www.digitalmuseums.ca/funding/digital-projects/

This program helps build digital capacity in Canadian museums and heritage, cultural and 
Indigenous organizations, and gives people living in Canada unique access to diverse stories 
and experiences. Apply for an investment of up to $250,000. Develop an online project from the 
ground up, with the support of a web development agency. Typically, Digital Projects take about 
2-3 years to build to achieve your vision and meet web accessibility standards.
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The Digital Museums Canada: Community Stories Program

Closes December 1, 2024.  

https://www.digitalmuseums.ca/funding/community-stories/

Apply for an investment of $25,000. Using DMC’s website building platform, focus on content 
development and digital storytelling. Typically, Community Stories are produced in about 18-24 
months. Eligible projects must be presented in both English and French but may also incorporate 
other languages. Projects must meet digital accessibility standards, allowing users to access the 
content anywhere in the world, at no cost, and without purchased equipment (such as AR head-
sets).

BC Arts Council Grant Programs

The BC Arts Council has many programs with intakes throughout the year. Please visit their web-
site for information for all opportunities: https://www.bcartscouncil.ca/program.

• Individual Arts Grants: Visual Artists 
Closes December 4, 2024 

https://www.bcartscouncil.ca/program/visual-artists-crafts-artists-critics-curators/

This program supports professional visual artists, contemporary and traditional craft art-
ists, and independent critics and curators with the creation of specific projects. Grants are 
available to support the creation of new works. Applications may be made by individuals or 
on behalf of a collaboration of two or more artists sharing creative control of a project. The 
maximum request amount is $15,000. 

• Accelerate Program 
Closes December 19, 2024  

https://www.bcartscouncil.ca/program/accelerate-program/

This program is a two-year initiative to improve access and reduce barriers to funding for 
equity deserving and regional arts and culture organizations and collectives. Funding is in-
tended to offer stability while being flexible in supporting a range of expenses. Maximum 
funding amount: $30,000 per year for two years. 
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Path Forward Community Fund

Closes December 6, 2024.  

https://bcaafc.com/path-forward/

The objective of this program is to increase community safety planning and capacity building 
to ensure the self-determination of Indigenous communities in addressing Indigenous-specific 
systemic causes of gender-based violence. Organizations may submit more than one application 
provided the intended outcomes of the projects are different. Applicants can apply with projects 
either 18 or 24 months in length. 18 month projects are eligible for up to $150,000. 24 month 
projects are eligible for up to $200,000.

BC History Digitization Program 

Closes December 6, 2024.  

https://ikblc.ubc.ca/initiatives/bcdigitinfo/bchdp-applicant-information/

The BCHDP will be accepting applications for the 2025/2026 funding year. Applicants can receive 
up to $15,000 of matching funds for their projects. Multi-year projects are accepted with each 
successive year going through the adjudication process. In the context of de-colonization and 
reconciliation, the BC History Digitization Program will consider applications from Indigenous 
organizations for projects that will not result in public access to the digitized material. 

Civil Forfeiture Grant Program 

Closes December 9, 2024. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/crime-prevention/community-crime-prevention/
grants

This program provides annual, one-time funding to organizations from across B.C. for the im-
plementation of crime prevention and remediation projects. There are four streams: Indigenous 
Healing, Crime Prevention, Restorative Justice and Gender-Based Violence (up to $40,000 avail-
able in each stream). 
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BC First Nations Post-Secondary Partnerships Program

Closes January 27, 2025.  

https://iahla.ca/funding/pspp/

The Indigenous Adult and Higher Learning Association and the First Nations Education Steering 
Committee are pleased to support the delivery of the Post-Secondary Partnerships Program 
(PSPP) in BC. The PSPP is a First Nations directed, regionally delivered program that supports de-
livery of community based post-secondary programs by First Nations and First Nations-mandated 
post-secondary institutes, in partnership with public post-secondary institutions, based on priori-
ties set by applicant First Nations. 

Under the PSPP, there are two categories of eligible activities: 

1. Program/Course Development or Adaptation and 

2. Program/Course Delivery. Due to limited funds, the overall maximum amount that can be 
applied for is up to $300,000.

Emergency Support Services Equipment and Training

January 31, 2025  

https://www.ubcm.ca/sites/default/files/2024-08/LGPS_CEPF_ESS_2025%20ProgGuide_2024-08_0.
pdf

This is a First Nations Government and Local Authority based provincial emergency response pro-
gram designed to meet the basic needs of British Columbians impacted by disasters by providing 
short-term support in a compassionate manner. ESS is designed to provide support for disasters 
ranging from a single house fire to provincial level events involving large evacuations. These 
supports enable people to re-establish themselves as quickly as possible after an emergency or 
disaster.

Indigenous Screen Office Programs  

https://iso-bea.ca/funding-opportunities/

• Sector Development. Rolling deadline or until February 1, 2025.

• Travel Funding. Rolling deadline or until March 1, 2025. 
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Amplify BC Programs

• The Music Industry Initiatives Program. 
Closes March 1, 2025.  

https://creativebc.com/funding-programs/music-sound-recording-programs/music-indus-
try-initiatives/

This program supports initiatives that grow and develop British Columbia’s music ecosys-
tem. Successful projects will build the capacity of B.C.’s music industry through training, 
knowledge transfer, and the creation of new business opportunities. Canadian companies, 
not-for-profit organizations, individuals, and collectives are able to apply. $2,000 - $60,000, 
funding up to 75% of project expenses. The remaining 25% may be in-kind contributions, 
investment, earned revenue, and/or other public funding.

Urban Communities Partnering for Reconciliation

Funding permitting, eligible applicants may submit one application between September 1, 2024 
and August 31, 2025.  

https://www.ubcm.ca/lgps/urban-communities-partnering-reconciliation

This program was created as a multi-partner, community-driven approach focused on improv-
ing the socio-economic outcomes for urban Indigenous communities in BC, including Inuit, First 
Nations and Métis populations. Funding is available to support eligible Indigenous organizations 
and local governments to work together to create opportunities for in-person dialogue and re-
lationship building which can help advance collaborative reconciliation plans, protocols, agree-
ments or future projects.

Canada Council for the Arts Funding. Creating, Knowing, Sharing: The Arts and Cultures 
of First Nations, Inuit and Métis Peoples 

See Grants and Deadlines: https://canadacouncil.ca/funding/grants/deadlines

RBC Foundation Funding

https://www.rbc.com/our-impact/apply-for-funding/index.html#:~:text=The%20RBC%20
Foundation%20provides%20donations,and%20helping%20emerging%20artists%20thrive

• RBC Emerging Artists. Applications accepted year-round. Support initiatives that help 
emerging artists by bridging the gap from academic to professional career.
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Legacy Fund- Building Communities through Arts and Heritage. (Federal Government) 

Applications accepted on continuous basis.  

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/funding/building-communities/lega-
cy-fund.html

This Department of Canadian Heritage Program provides funding for community-initiated capital 
projects, intended for community use. Recipients may receive up to 50 per cent of eligible project 
expenses up to a maximum of $500,000. funding supports community-initiated capital projects 
that: commemorate a significant local historical event or pay tribute to a significant local historical 
personality; mark a 100th anniversary or greater, in increments of 25 years (e.g., 125th, 150th); 
involve the restoration, renovation, or transformation of existing buildings or exterior spaces with 
local community significance that are intended for community use; encourage arts and heritage 
activities in the local community that are intended for and accessible to the general public.

Canada Cultural Spaces Fund. (Federal Government)

No deadline- on-going

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/funding/cultural-spaces-fund.html

The Canada Cultural Spaces Fund (CCSF) supports the improvement of physical conditions for 
arts, heritage, culture and creative innovation. The Fund supports renovation and construction 
projects, the acquisition of specialized equipment and feasibility studies related to cultural spac-
es. The CCSF annual grants and contributions budget is $54 million for the period 2018-2028.

National Creation Fund

No Deadline

https://nac-cna.ca/en/creationfund

The National Arts Centre’s National Creation Fund invests up to $3 million a year in the develop-
ment of 15 to 20 compelling and ambitious new Canadian works in theatre, dance, music and 
inter-disciplinary performing arts. Fuelled entirely by donors, the Fund provides Canadian artists 
with the additional time, space and resources they need to create great work. The Fund invests in 
both new work, and in promising productions that need additional development after their initial 
run to produce stronger, more polished work that will be remounted and toured across Canada 
and around the world.
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Movable Cultural Property Grants. (Federal Government) 

No Deadline 

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/funding/movable-cultural-property.html

Movable Cultural Property Grants help designated organizations acquire cultural property of 
outstanding significance and national importance to Canada, as outlined in the Cultural Property 
Export and Import Act. Designated organizations are located in Canada and demonstrate the 
ability to ensure the long-term preservation of cultural property. Grants can be used to purchase 
cultural property: for which an export permit has been denied; or that is important to Canada’s 
national heritage and available for purchase outside the country.

For any questions about these or other grants, please feel free to reach out via email at jennym@
nautsawmawt.com


