Stl’etliiinep

Remembering our roots

Families prepare to Host Relatives

from the Coast Salish region. (circa 1880)

Ir is early moming. One
of the many families
from Stl'etltiney (‘deep
ground’ or ‘tide goes out a
long way’) Departure Bay
sits atop a Potlatch stand
where many Swuqwalh are
folded. When the guests
arrive and the time is
right, they will throw the
swuqwalh down as gifts
to all those who came.
Swuqwalh are extremely
valuable. Not so long ago
the people from here used
to frade with mainland
people for mountain goat
wool. They used that wool
to make blankets. The fam-
ily is getting ready to host
sshwuw’'weli  (relatives)
from Shtsumius (Che-
mainus), Quwutsun (Co-
wichan), Xwsemuch (Saan-
ich), and Xuwmuthkwwy won
(Musgeam) efc.
Snuneymuxw  families
harvested clams in and
around four acres of prop-
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erty suwrrounding their vil-
lage at Stl'etliinep and
Tl'piles/Newcastle Island
in preparation for xulhust
tthu ‘nushne’tuns (feeding
their guests). Soon, more
‘Tmushne tun (guests) will
arrive by canoe. In the

meantime, small groups
gather in front of the tthi
lelum (Bighouse). Ni “Limut
(They sit), xi"xlhem’ (watch-
ing), tsexwul’ ‘al'mutsun’
(quietly waiting) as the
family makes itself ready.
Look at the people wait-

ing. For their canoe jour-
ney, women wear cedar
bark hats to keep dry, and
blankets across their shoul-
ders. The men are dressed
formally, wearing suits
and hats. Stl'etl'iinep was
the main village for the
Snuneymuxw, and when
everybody was home there
were three rows of tthi
lehom. Apparently rela-
fives from Nanoose fto
Quw'utsun  visited with
their Nanaimo sshuwuw weli
(relatives) in February and
March to gather Herring/
Roe.

How many of you are
related to the people from
Snuneymuxw? Are you
married to someone from
Nanaimo? Did your par-
ents or grandparents come
from Nanaimo? Today,
Snuneymuxw families con-
tinue to host their relatives
for winter dances.




